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= | All our Work muſt be To 
There is in ſome Men's preaching a ſpiritual 


- 


N E reached Chriſt crucified our only Wit- 
dom and Righteouſneſs, SanfHfication 


and Redemption. His Deſign was to convince 


Sinners of their abſolute Want of Chriſt, that 
with” ___ Aﬀections they might come to 
ro 


Grace. This is to water the Tree at the Root, 
whereby it becomes flouriſhing. and fruitful ; 


whereas the laying down of moral Rules for 


the Exerciſe of Virtue, and ſubduing vicious 
Affections, without directing Men to derive 
ſpiritual Strength by Prayer, and in the Uſe 
of Divine Ordinances, from the Mediator the 
Fountain of all Grace; and without repreſent- 


ing his Love as the moſt powerful Motive and 


Obligation to Obedience, is but pure Philo- 


ſopby, and the higheſt Effect of it is: but amre- 
generate Morality. © 2 © 2.55; 


Arp. 
ns © Fo. KN 


Dr. Bates, in his un don on Dr. 


S > 
Piu italy. 


Strain, which ſpiritual Hearers can diſcern and 


reliſh : And in ſome Men's, this ſacred Tin- 


ure is ſo wanting, that even when they ſpeak 
of Spiritual Things, the Manner is ſuch as if 


they were common Matters. 


fr. Baxter, in his Gildas Salvianus, Cz; III. 
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&« Influences of it will reach as many whole 


PREFACE 
gesaggagg HEN T ſee a Book well writ- 
BESS» ten for the Inſtruction of 
tw I Mankind, I always hope it 


will . read] #5 good 'T nflucnces 
e as far and wide as it finds Rea- 


ders. But when I meet with a valuable 
Treatiſe, whoſe Defign is to improve the 


. ſacred Skill of Preaching, I am ready tw 
perſwade my ſelf, ( Surely this will become 


© a more extenſive Boner ; and the goud 


% Aſſemblies of Men, as there are Mini- 
& fters who ſhall happen to read it. tor: 
this Reaſon I cannot but take a ſpecial Sa. 
ti faction in recommending theſe two Dil 
courſes to theWorld, which, in my Opinion, 


are Joutded pon the general Principles of 


Chriſte 


Chbriftianity, and therefore invite the Peru- 


ſab of All, being written without the narrow 
Spirit of a Party. They ſetm to be calcula- 
ted for the common Good, nor have Tobſerv'd 


any Thing in them that can juſtly give Diſ- 
guſt, or awaken any reaſonable Reſentment: 
It muſt be confeſs'd, without Controver- 

, that there are ſome Ibings whereih ſe- 
veralof the Preachers of the preſent Time 
have the Advantage of our Learned and 
Pious Fathers : But there are other Ex- 
cellencies in the Sermons of the Puritani- 
cal Age,which I would rejoice to find more 


ftndouſly revived and cultivated in our 


Day. Among theſe I know none of more 
eminent Neceſſity, Glory, and Uſefulneſs, 
than thoſe two. which are the Subjects of 


ibis little Book; I mean the Evangelical 
Turn of Thought that Honld run thro? 


our Miniſtry, and the Experimental Way 
of Diſcourſe on practical Subjects. 
I bath been juſtly obſerved, that where 
@ great and univerſal Neglect of preach- 
ing Chriſt bath prevailed in a Chriſtian 
| Nation, it hath given a fatal Occaſion to 
the Growth of Deiſm and Infidelity ; for 
- when Perſons bave heard the ** of 
| fbeir 


"IWR SAGE. 20-3 
„„ {| their Clergy, for many Tears together, and 
lud little of Chriſt in them, they bave ta- 


5 70 ken it into their Heads, that Men may be | 
54 very good Men, and go | ſafe to Heaven 
D. without Chriſtianity; and therefore, ho 
. they dwell in a Land where the Goſpel is 
er proſeſsd, they imagine there s no Need they 
' ſe- ſhould be Chriſtians. But what a Blot and 
= þ Reproach would it be to our Miniſtry, if In- 
an, | Ffidels and Heathens ſhould multiply among 
= | Us, thro ſuch a woful Neglect of preach- 
an: ing the peculiar Doctrines of Chriſt © 
— KF Beſides, let 115 con ider bow little bath 
1 been our Succeſs in compariſon of the Mul- 
wore | Hitudes converted by our Fathers in the 
10 ſs, q Day of their Miniſt ry. Hat h not this been 
rf | Malter of ſore Complaint theſe many Tears 
i cal 3 paſt? Now it 15 worth our Enquiry, whether 
n 11 may not be, aſcribed to the Abſence. of 
Vay heit n at Sermons. And what Reaſon 
2?  wnlſeed can me baue to expedt the Preſence 
o__ der oc 
ch. weleavebs Perſon, bis Offices, bis Grace, 
tian 3 and by G opel, out of our Diſcourſes, or 
— -” . but a flight” and caſual Hint at theſe 


glorious Subjects, which ought to be our © 
daily Theme ? Thi 6 aber aur Author 


s * 
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would put us in Mind of in bis firſt DiC- 


courſe. : 
And perhaps another Cauſe of our Want 


of Succels hath been thu, I bat we have 
tao much left off the Way of our Fathers, in 


dliſtinguiſbing the Characters of our Hear- 


ers, and dividing the Word aright to Saints 
and Sinners, to the ſtupid and the profane, 


the awaken'd and convinc d, the mournful 


and penitent, the preſumptuous and obſti- 
nate, the deſerted and deſparring. 

Ibis Method appears eminently in the 
Labours of the former Age. I hoſe twogreat 
and good Men, Mr. Flavell, and Mr. Bax- 


ter, might be divided in their Sentiments 


en other Subjects, but you find thu Conduct 
runs thro all their practical Writings. 
Ii 1s a great Part of what the ſecond 
Diſcourſe here recommends to us, under 
the Title of Experimental Preaching. 
Our Author indeed aſſumes not ſo much 
to himſelf, as to addreſs any beſdes Stu- 
dents and Younger Miniſters. © But if in 
the middle Age of Life we ſhould examine 
our Performances by the Light of this 
Treatiſe, tis poſſible we and our People 
migbi be Garner s by it. N 
. | Have 


* | OD ' £ y F ” > T . 
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\ Have we not been too often tempted to 


follow the Modiſh Way, and ſpeak 1b our 


Hearer s in general Terms, as tho they were 


al cotverttd ulreaty, and ſuſfciently made 
Chriſtians by a National Profe ſſon? Haus 


not ſome" of us ſpent our Labour tb builtl 
them'up in the Practice of Ditics, without 


teaching them to ſearch: whether the Foun- 


dation has been laid in an entire Change and 
Renovation of Heart ® Do we lead then 
conſtantiy do enquire into the inward State 
of their Synls, the ſpecial Tempers and ir- 
cumſtances of their Spirits, their peculiar 
Difficulties, Dangets. and Temptations, and 
give them peculiaf Aſifatice in all this Va- 


» With bow much mort Efficacy does the 


Word of God impreſs the Conſcients,” when 


every Hearer firds bimſelf deſcribed with- 


out the Preacher's perſonal. Knowledoe if 
bim? ¶ ben bis own ſpiritual State is paint 
ed to the Life, aud (45 it were). ſet before 
bu Eyes in the Language of the Preacher ? 
ben a Word of Conviction, Advite, or 
Comfort, is ſpoken ſo pertinently to bis own 
Caſe, that he takes it as directed to himſelf. 
How .murh more power ſul and more pene- 
Bs ro, = tratirg 
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trating will our Sermons be, when thoſe 
who.come into our Aſſemblies ſhall be 
convinced and judged, and have the Se- 
crets of their Hearts made manifeſt, and 
confeſs that God is in the midſt of us of 


a Truth ? 


The Peruſal of theſe ence lait Diſcour- 
ſes in Manuſcript, hath given me ſo much 


Satisfaction, that I take a ſenfible Pleaſure 


to think that the Preſs will communicate 


them to the World; and then I bope for a 
furtber Share of Profit, by keeping them 


always at my. right Hand when I am prepa- 
ring for the Service of the Sanctuary. May 
the bleſſed Spirit of God teach thoſe who 


enter into the ſacred Office, this holy Skill 


of winning Souls ! May He awaken us all 


: * 


to ſee what may be mended in aur Miniftra- 


„ 


* * * 


tions, in order to publiſh the Goſpel of Cbriſt 
with more illuſtrious and divine Succeſs ! 


4 C 38 


LoxDon, June 14, 
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tion, not * for the ſublime Wonders of its 

Doctrine, and the Divine Purity of its Precepts, 
but that it excels all other Religions in the 
Strength of its Motives, the Richneſs of its 
Promiſes, and the Sufficiency of the Divine Aid 
xtending 2 | 


DISCOURSE I. 


Of Preaching Chriſt. 
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55 E profeſs our ſelves Chriſtians, a 
& and are, I hope, upon careful 
and rational Enguiry ſatisfied 
that the Religion of Jeſus 
comes from God; and that it 
is a moſt glorious Diſpenſa- 


7 , 
7 8 - 
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of Preaching Chrift. 


ow in all the peculiar Glories of this Re- 
leich, 'Cprift is interwoven, like Phidias's 
Name in the Shield, which could not be effa- 
ced without deſtroying the Shield it ſelf. 
The Doctrines concerning Jeſus make the 
Glory and Advantage of his Religion ; and ſo 
1 through the whole, that pradching Chriſt, 

preaching the G oſpsl, are, in Scripture 
Style, ſynonymous 'Terms: As in 1 Cor. i. 23. 
--— il. 2, and innumerable other Blaces. 

The preaching Chriſt is our Buſi neſs, our 
Charge, and our Glory; but oh! zwho 75 22 
cient for theſe things? Give me leave then, m 
dear Brethren and Friends, to remind my-ſelf 
and You, what regard a Miniſter ſhould have 
to our Redeemer in his Preaching apa * 
Adfainiſtrations. 1 2 


I, Let us make Chriſt the Deli 1 * 2 
of our Preaching. If we ſeck 1 to 
pleaſt Men, then, are we not the Servants 
Chrift. If we look no farther than our own 
Humour, Reputation, or temporal Advantage, 
and expgnd our Talents to our own private 
Uſe, - how ſhall we make up our Accounts to 

ur Maſter 2 and what Reward can we expect 
from him? 13 

Our ultimate d ſhould * the perſonal 
Glory of Chriſt. End 1 the Glory of Gi as 
God, is the uuk⸗ End of the Goſpel, none 
gap Joubt; as 4 Creature, he is in his 
perfections and 50 licity, far ſuperior to the reſt 
ﬀ the Creation; ſo that it ls ſaid ol this di- 
vine 


Of: Preaching Chrift. 13 


vine Perſon, Heb. ii. 10. All things are for 
him, as cell as by him. Is he not worth ten 
thouſand of us? More worth than the World ? 
The only begotten Son of God, . whom the 
higheſt Angels adore 2 Now if the Glory of 
Chriff s Perſon, to the Honour of the Father, 
be the principal End in the divine Schemes and 
Actings, it ſhould alſo be our higheſt View 
and Deſign. Nor want we Motives of Grati- 
tude to lead us to this : He is the Founder of 
our Religion, to whom all our Hopes are ow- 
ing : He has honoured us, and well deſerved 
that we-ſhould honour him: Nor is there an 
Danger of leſſening the Honour of God the Fa- 
ther Thereby, when we conſider him, as the 
Scriptures repreſent him, as ce with The Fu- 
ther, the equal Image of the inzifible & cd, 70 


the Glory of God the Father. 


A a as the Glory of Chriſt's Perſon 
ſhould ! de our ultimate End; ſo the advancing 
the Kingdom of his Grace amongſt Men, is to 
be the ſlibordinate End. 

The Recovery of fallen Creatures to Holineſs 
and Happineſs is the immediate Deſign of the 
Goſpel. * Chrift 7s come into the world to ſuce 
founers, 1 Tim. i. 15. And he ſends us to 


ay: his Goſpel, that we might promote the 


ame Salvation That Mei might live ſoberty, 
e /ly aud godly, loobing for that bleſſed 
hope, Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13. To make Men holy, 
to bring them to the Faith of Chriſt, the Imi- 
tation of 28 and Communion with him, here 
and 


— — — — — — 
— — 1 
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and hereafter, to the Glory of the Father thro' 
Chriff, muſt be the conſtant End of our Preach- 


ing. We ſhould not think it enough to inform, 


to amuſe, to pleaſe, to affect, but we muſt aim 


farther than -this, to bring them to truſt in 
Chrift, and withall, to make them penitent and 
holy; and every Subject muſt be managed 
with this View : And let it be our great Care, 
en a more ſpeculative Subject (as ſuppoſe one 


of the ſublime Doctrines of Grace) ſtill to keep 


the End in view, and apply it practically, or 
ar abour is loft. ©. © os 

Let us by all Means endeavour to fave preci- 
ous Souls, but yet aim at a higher End than this, 
28. that we our felves may be a ſweet ſarour 


| of Chrift unto God, 2 Cor. ii. 15, And then, tho 


we miſs of our ſecondary End, and are not as 


we could with, The ſavour of life unto life, unto 
any greater Number; yet in being the ſacour 


ef death unto death to them that periſb, we 
mall be Inſtruments of glorifying the Juſtice 
and Long-ſuffering of Chriſt, and be Witneſſes 
for God, that there has been a Prophet among | 


them; our primary End is anſwered, our Ia. 


hour 1s with the Lord, and we in the mean 
time are ſupported, 2 Iſrael be not gathered, 
for the word ſhall not return empty.  *© 


 - Nay farther, it is not enough that the Strain 
of our Preaching is adapted to the true Deſign 


of the Goſpel, but we muſt at Heart ſincerely 
intend -it ; otherwiſe, tho our Diſcourſes be 
unexceptionable, yet if our Deſigns be wrong 


* 
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our Juſtification by his Ri 
tion thro our Relation to him, Sandtification 
by his Spirit, our Union with him as our 
| Head, and ſafe Conduct by his Providence; 


Of Preaching Chrift. d . I 


and baſe, tho' others be ſaved thro' our r M- 
| * we ſhall be caſt-aways. 


II. Let Chrift be the Matter = our r Proms 


ing. Letus diſplay the Divine Dignity and 


Lovelineſs of his Perſon, by the Light of his 
Word, as God manifeſt in the fleſh. 

Let us unfold his Mediatorial Office, 'the 
Occaſion, Deſign, and rent of his great 
Undertaking. 

Let u remind our Hearers of the Particulars 
of his Incarnation, Life, Death, Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion and Interceſſion. 

Leet us ſet forth the Characters he bears, 

a Prophet, Prieſt and King; as a Shepherd, 
Captain, Advocate and Judge. 
Let us demonſtrate and ſhew the Sufficiency 


of his Satisfaction, the Tenor and Excellence 


of the Covenant confirmed with and by him, 
ghteouſneſs, Adop- 


and how Pardon, Grace and Glory accrue to 
the Ele& thro' his Suretiſhip and Sacrifice, 
and are diſpenſed by his Hand. 

Let us in his 9 declare and explain his 
moſt holy Laws, and teach the People what- 
ever Duties he has commanded to God, our 
Neighbour, and our Selves. 21190 

Let us quicken the Saints to Duty, raiſe 
their Hopes, eſtabliſh and comfort their Soul 


by the exceeding g great and precious Promiſcs a 
O 
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& his Golpet; which in him are gen a 


mel. 


I but juſt give ſhort and imperſet hints of 


theſe. Things; and refer to the Apoſtolical 


Writings, Which you'll find are made up of 


Diſcourſes on theſe and ſuch like Topicks. noch 


III. Let the Maier of our Preathing on 


any Subject, diſtinguiſh it from mere Diſcourſes 
on N atural Relig gion, by a continual regard fo 
Chrift 

If we are upon the Perfe&ions of God, let 
us conſider them as ſhining in his Son, "and 


exemplify'd in his Undertaking, 2vho is the 


brightneſs of his Father's ghry; and expreſs 
ima age of his perſon; Heb: i. 3. 


we ſet forth Goſpel-Bleſſings and Promi- 
ſes, let us confidet them as purchaſed by a Sa- 
viour's Blood, and diſtributed by his Bounty; 
For by his own blood he has obtained eternal 
redemprion,” Heb. ix. 12: And from Bim the 
whole body is ſupplied, Eph. iv. 16. 
If we take notice of the Provident bf God, 
let us not forget that all power is given to 
 Chvift, in beaten and in earth, Matt. xxviii. 
18. And that heis head over all things for the 
church, Epheſ. i. 22. 
If by the Terrors of the laſt Judgment we 
perſwade Men, let the wrath of the Lamb be 


: denounced. and the dreadfal Reckoning for 


abuſed Grace and a ſlighted Saviour, for ms 
is the e e Joh. ii. 19. 


* 
* 
- * 
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If we are aſſiſting the Devotions of the Peo- 
ple in Confeſſion, Prayer, or Praiſe, let their 
Repentance ſpring from /ooking on Chriſt whon: 
they have pierced, Zech. xi. 10. Let their 
Faith in Prayer fix ſteadily on Jeſus, as to him 
is owing our Acceptance and Succeſs, and our 
boldneſs at the throne of Grace flows from re- 
garding Chriſt as our great High Prieſt, Heb. 
IV. 14, 16. and let us teach them to give thanks 
to God the Father thro him, to whom it is ow- 
ing that God is our Father, Col. iii. 17. 

When we are upon the Subje& of Duty, 
Chriſt is by no Means to be forgotten; for to 
perſwade Men to practical Godlineſs, is one of 
the moſt difficult Parts of a Miniſter's Work. 
Men will hear with a curious Satisfaction a 
ſpeculative Diſcourſe ; and with ſome Joy at- 
tend to the Diſplays of God's Grace; nay, 
a Felix may tremble when Judgment is preach- 
ed: mary indeed will bear to hear of Duty too; 
but to induce them to practiſe it, Hic labour hoc 
opus : Here we had need call in all Helps, and 

'take all Advantages, which the Goſpel as well 
as the Light of Nature can furniſh. In other 
Diſcourſes, we are rather attacking Satan's 
Out-works, a blind and prejudiced Under- 
ſtanding ; in practical Subjects we aſſault Satan's 
ſtrongeſt Fort, a corrupted Will: We may 
gain the Underſtanding on our Side, and gain 
ſome ſhare of the Aﬀections ; but to ſubdue a 
perverſe Will, and make Men good practical 
Chriſtians, is not ſo eaſy a Thing, that we can 


afford to ſpare any Motive or quickning Con- 


C ſidera- 
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ſideration. But here I muſt be more particular 
in explaining how we ſhould regard CHriſt in 
preaching Duty. | 
1. Let us repreſent Duty as the natural and 
neceſſary Fruit of Faith in Chriſt, and Love to 
him. When by Faith we behold a crucify'd 
Feſus, do we not tremble at the Severity of 
God's Juſtice, and regret and hate thoſe Sins 
that occaſioned his Sorrows? When we farther 
conſider, that by his ſtripes We are healed, 
can we forbear zo /ove him who hath jirft loved 

71s ? Shall we not /zve to him that dicd for us? 
Can we have the Heart to cruciſy him afreſh ? 
No, let us make his Service our Buſineſs, his 
Sufficience our Confidence, his Life our Ex- 


ample, and his Bleſſings our Portion and 


Choice. ho EAA 
From ſuch Actings of Faith and Outgoings 
of Love, flows that divine Temper which con- 
ſtitutes the new Creature, and 2 the Foun- 
dation of all right Goſpel- Obedience. Thus 
therefore let us continually trace Goſpel Du- 
ties up to their Fountain-head, that the 7 
may learn, tis not outward Reformation that 
will ſtand the Teſt in the Day of Judgment, but 
an inward Renewal of the Soul; that he 


tree muſt firſt be made good, before there can 
be any good fruit; and that all muſt be done 
for Chriſts fake, and flow from faith working © 


by love, Gal. v. 6. | 
2. Let us enforce Duties with Motives re- 
ſpecting Chrift ; as grateful Love to him 


ſhould conſtrain us; as Fear of his Wrath ſhould | 


awe 


— 
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awe us; as we would approve our ſelves the 
Diſciples and Followers of Chriſt; as we 
would enjoy Communion with him; as we 
would promote his Honour and Intereſt ; and 


as we would have Joy, and not Confuſion, at 


his appearing. Not that we ſhould neglect 
any Motives which the Light of Nature can 
furniſh, and are level to the Capacities of the 
People: We have need enough of all; but if 
we go no further than theſe, our Exhortations 
will want far the greateſt Part of their Weight: 
we muſt beſeech and exhort by the Lord Feſus, 
1 Theſſ. iv. 1. | 

3- Let us conſider Duties, as to be perform- 
ed by the Grace of Chriſt : Telling the Peo- 
ple, that our Fruitfulneſs depends on our be- 
ing engrafted into this Vine; and that a Holy 
Walk is being led by the Spirit; and when 
we do good, it is not eve, but the grace of God 


that is in us ; that out of a ſenſe of Weak- 


neſs, we muſt be made ſtrong, and do all 
things through Chriſt ſtrengthning us, Phil. 


3 13. 


4. Let us conſider all good Works as ac- 
ceptable through the Merits of Chriſt; and 
remind our Hearers, that could we do all, We 
were but unprofitable ſervants ; and that we 
muſt ſeeſ to be fond at laſt, not having on our 


wn righteouſneſs, but that which is of God by 
bf aith, Phil. iii. 9. | _ 


IV. Let us deliver our Selves in a Sryle | 


becoming the 2 of Chriſt : Not with 


2 great 
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great ſwelling word of vanity, or in the 
8 Style of the Heathen Sophiſts, or Werds 
that Man Wiſdom teacheth, and may perhaps 
ſound beſt in our own Ears; but let us uſe 
great plaimeſs of ſpeech, and ſeek to find 
out ſuch acceptable words, as may beſt reach 
the Underſtanding and Affections of the bulk 
of an Auditory. 
As for the affectionate Part of a Diſcourſe, 
Brethren, I ſuppoſe, upon a View of antient 
and modern Learning, you allow that the Men 
of the Eaſt, and next to them the antient 
Greeks, excelled in Fire, and Works of the 
Imagination ; and that the Moderns inhabiting 
milder weſtern Climates, even the French (from 
whom upon _ Accounts we ſhould expect 
the Moſt of this Sort) produce but an empty 
Flaſh, in compariſon of the ſolid Heat ef the 
Antients ; and rather amuſe us with little Deli- 
cacies, than by maſterly Strokes command our 
whole Souls. Now the Scriptures are the no- 
bleſt Remains of what the Eaſt has produced, and 
much ſurpaſs the beſt of the Greefs in the Force 
of their Oratory : Let us take the Spirit and Style 
of them, and thence borrow bold Figures and 
Alluſions, ſtrong Deſcriptionsand commanding 
Addreſs to the Paſſions, But I'm prevented in 
all I would ſay on this fo important Head, by 
the Archbiſhop of Cambray's Dialogues con- 
eerning Eloguence, which Im as little capable 
of improving upon, as I am of commending 
them as they deſerve, ; wg 


And 
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And now, Brethren, let me lay before you 
ſome Reaſons and Motives to back this friend- 


ly Admonition concerning preaching Chriſt, | 


(I.) "Tis the way to have our Labours ac- 
cepted of Chriſt, and to have Communion 
with him in our Work : — even Paul cries 
out, Who is ſufficient for theſe things? With 
how much more reaſon may we? Does not 
our chearful Progrefs in our Work depend on a 
Divine AMatus, and the Spirit diſpenſed by 
Chriſt? But if we take no Notice of him in 


l our Preaching, and do not diſtinguiſh our 
Selves from the moral Philoſophers of the Gen- 


tiles, how can we expect any more of this en- 
livning and encouraging Preſence of Chriſt 
than they had ; nay, we have leſs ground to ex- 
2 it, if we wilfully flight and ſlur ſo noble a 


4 


Revelation, which they were never favoured 


* ithal. 8 


(II.) Tis the Way to win Souls to CHriſt, 


and make lively Chriſtians. The Succeſs of 


the Goſpel, is certainly no leſs owing to the 
Power of its Motives, than to the Clearneſs, 
Fulneſs, and Purity of its Precepts. Theſe 
peculiar Motives of the Goſpel, have all ſuch 
a reſpect to Chriſt, that they are enervated if 

He be diſregarded : ''The Goſpel Scheme is 
What God in his Wiſdom has pitch'd upon to 
reform Mankind, and ſave them; and he ſeems 
in honour concerned to crown it with | 
veep thay any" other Tame MOEN. 
e 1 — the 


o 


22 Of Preaching Chrift, 
the preaching of Chriſt crucified is the power 
of God, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. If we maim the Goſ- 
pel, and ſuppreſs a good Part of it, we can 
expect but a very defective Succeſs in the Na- 
ture of Things; nay, may we not fear God's 


Honour is concerned in ſuch Caſe to blaſt us, 


and we ſhall be like to labour almoſt in vain. 
Obſervation agrees with this Theory: The 
great Maſters of Reaſon, who have leſs re- 
ard to Chriſt in their Preaching, may, indeed, 
2 a Charm for one of an hundred, who 
have a Taſte of the Beauties of fine Reaſon- 


ing, and be of uſe tothem, whilſt the Bulk of 


an Auditory is a-fleep : Alas! with what 
Heart can we go on, entertaining two or three, 
to the ſtarving of moſt of the Souls in an Au- 
ditory. May we not alſo obſerve a happier 
Effect of a Strain prudently evangelical on 
Chriſtians themſelves ; that they who ſit un- 


der it are more lively, zealous, ready to eve- 


ry good Work, and heavenly minded, than 
thoſe Chriſtians who have heard leſs of the 


Goſpel. 


(III.) It is a direct Imitation of the Apo- 
files of Chriſt : Chriſt himſelf, whilſt upon 
Earth, preach'd the Goſpel in Parables, in a con- 
cealed Manner, diſtantly and with reſerve : 
He could not fo fully take the Advantage of 
his Reſurrection, Satisfaction, Aſcenſion, and 
the like, not yet done, made, or prov'd : He 
had many Things to ſay, which his Diſciples 
could not then bear; but he declares them af- 
= EY terward 
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terward by his Spirit in his Apoſtles : They 


therefore are the true Pattern of our Preachin g, 


now, after the Myſtery of Redemption is 


brought to light, and hath its full Evidence. 
How then did the Apoſtles preach Chriſt 2 
"Tis endleſs to attempt a full Detail of Particu- 
lars ; any part of the Apoſtolical Writings is Au- 
thority ſufficient to our Purpoſe ; and there- 
fore I've been ſparing in Quotations all along, 


as needleſs to thoſe who will look into theſe 


Writings with this View. And here we don't 
deſire to alledge or inſiſt upon any Paſſages in 
their Writings, which may be ſuppoſed to be 
writ and inſerted for Reaſons. peculiar to that 
Age and Country in which the Apoſtles wrote, 


and in which perhaps we are not ſo much 


obliged to imitate them in our Preaching ; for 
what will remain after all theſe are put out of 
the Account, will, Tm ſatisfy d, be as full to 
our Purpoſe, as theſe that are ſtruck oft. 
I'll only then by way of Specimen, ſele& 
ſome of the Apoſtles Diſcourſes on Duties moſt 
motal, where we are apteſt to forget a mention 
of Chriſt, or reſpect to him, that it may at once 
appear the Apoſtles ſhuned not the preſſing 
ſuch Duties, or a regard to CHriſt, in the treat- 
ing on them. | . 
1 Cor. vi. 8. Honeſty is preſſed by theſe 
Motives the anrigbtcous, thieves and ex- 
tortioners, ſhall not inherit the ki ngelom of 


God (which in the Style of the New 'Teſta- 
ment is Chriſt's Kingdom of Grace and Glo- 
ry.) - That Chriſtians are converted by the 
ſpirit 


24 of — Crit. 
ſpirit of Chriſt, and juſtified by his righteouſ- 


neſs. 
1 Cor. vi. 15. Chaſtity is enjoyn'd, as our 


bodies are . of Chriſt, as wwe are one 


ſpirit with him, temples of the boly & 2 and 
bought with a price. 

x Cor. viii. & ix. Alms is recommended, as 
it will bring a large Tribute of praiſe to God 
for our ſubjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt — and 
 Chrift became poor for our ſakes. 

. i. 2. Evil S > e. is forbidden, * 
cauſe we were foohſh and wicked ; but the 
grace of God has made the d ifference ; not for 
our righrenfuſs but of his free mercy — has 
175 ene rated us, and given us his holy Spirit, 
bh Feſus Chrift, — We . juſt ified, 

ers of glory 

1 xiii. 800 jects are commanded to obey 
Magiſtrates, becauſe the goſpel-day is come, and 
wwe ſhould put on Chrift Feſus. 

| Eph. v. 25. Husbands are charged to love 
their Wives, as Chriſt hooved the church. 


Eph. v. 22. Wives obedience is urged, be- 


cauſe the husband is the head of the wife, as 
Chriſt is the head of the church. 


71. ii. 9. Servants are exhorted to their 
Duty, as they would adorn the . dofirine of 


Chriſt — becauſe r ſo teacheth, and that 


de book for Chriſt's appearance, who gave 


himſelf for us, that we might-be holy. 
Now what is there in theſe Motives pecu- 
liar to one Age or Nation? Are not all theſe 


as 4 now as n, And are Men ſo 
6 ready 


BB %. Q uy PÞ po ot: 2 2 . 


. 0 


TE 


Of Preaching CBriſ. is 


ready in their Duty, that we have no need of 


theme | N | 
f Nay, it is worth Obſervation, that the A- 
1 poſtles do not confine themſelves to Motives 
1 peculiarly adapted to the Duty they are 


preſſing, and which ſerve to enforce one Duty 
| rather than another; but, as you may 
/ back and ſee, when ſuch proper Motives are 
/ not at hand, they take without any ſcruple 
common or general. ones, which will equally 
enforce any-Duty whatſoever. 
g And why ſhou'd not we introduce the Pe- 
: | culiarities of the Goſpel on all Occaſions, as 
4 frequently as the Apoſtles did? If our Schemes 
3 of Theology will not allow us, we have reaſon 
3 to ſuſpe&t we are in a different Scheme 
from the Apoſtles. Are we afraid Men will 


L make perverſe uſe of ſuch Doctrines as the A- 
7 poſtles uſed for Motives? The Apoſtles choſe 
to venture it, and why ſhou'd not we? If we 
y will not dare to preach ſuch a Goſpel as may 
£ be perverted by Men of corrupt Minds to 
4 their own Injury, we muſt not expect to be 
* Inſtruments of any Good: If we'll be the ſa- 


vour of life to ſome, we muſt expect to be 


i the ſavor of death to others, or not preach at 
4 I confeſs even the Remonſirant Scheme 
5 (which, I think, conſiderably ſinks the Do- 
8 | Grrines of Grace) does allow. room to regard 
o Chriſt abundantly more than moſt Preachers of 
5 that Set do: 1 wou' d meet them on their own 
a Principles: What hinders their frequently in- 
Y. | D culcatiug 


26: of Wieuching h 
culcating the Merits of Chriſt, the Depravity 
of our Natures, the Neceſſity of Regeneration, 
the Aids of Grace and Union, amd: "Communion 
os _ 7 Theſ& Topicks it were» to be. 

might Have tkeir Effect: But, alaſs 
naß 3 of the Næmonſt rm improve to = 
vantage ſo much of the Goſpel as they hold and 
receive: : And it makes me leſs inclined to 
this Scheme, that it ſo generally draws thoſe 


that eifbribe it into a ſtrain of: Preaching; even 
on practical Subjects, 10 different from that 


of che Apoſtles; amd inc lines them, I know not 
how, to ſuppreſs thoſe glorious Evangelical Mo- 
tives (wWkieh yet their own. Principles might 


allow) by Which the * mo AT _ 


PEO.” STD - © 1 
thy Mie A eg off wo: 
-(1v: ) 80 WY Mall: we ere ih the Name of 
Preachers of (Chriſ7-—iOnly did I ſay “ a- 


fraid this may ſound too harſh Come let us 


put the Matter 28 ſoft! and: candid as common 
Senſe willallow-us=-2So ſhall we mbſt evident- 
ly or beſt deſerve t] this honourable Title: 
Whilſta Preacher keeps off the Peculiarities 
of the Goſpel, and favs nothing but what the 
Light of Nature wou d alſo ſug ggeſt and autho- 
riſe, give me leave to ſay, a Str er might 
pl doubt whether he eiſt-or. a 
hriſtian' ;© the Queſtion” is like an imperfe&, 
Matbemazical Problem, which _— * 
of different Solutions. | 
2 pPoſe the Gholts of Pau anch Seto to 
come. Prey Strangers in into an Aſſembly where 
2 ; ; TEC ; one 


* 
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one was Haranguing: the- Peoples in this ab 
ſtracted Manner; L àm apt to think Sangra 
would claim him as a Philoſopher of his on 
Sect and Religion. Now if Paul ſhou d alſb 
make his claim to him as à Miniſter of Chri/?, 

how cu d the Queſtion be decided without al- 


lowing S2Leca-to be a Preacher of CHriſi alſo? 


On the other Hand, If a Preacher picks but 
ſome of the Truths of the Goſpel:of CHiſt, 
and even the peculiar and 5 Truths of 
Chriſtianity,; but ſo: unhappily manages them, 


as not to lead People to Holineſs, and the Ini. 


tation of Chriſt thereby, what is this to the 
Purpoſe of Preaching, to the Deſign of Cpriſt 
and the Goſpel ? Such are quite off that Scheme 
which is calculated 20 deſtroy the works ef the 
deril, and teach Men ſobriety; righteouſneſs, 
and godlineſs : It is not only Chriſt without 
29 We are to, preach, but Chriſi in ua, and our 
putting on Chriſt Zeſus by a holy: Heart: and 
Lite. 15 
If the Apoſtle James ſhould come again, and 
make a Viſitation to our Churches, and hear 
ſuch a Preacher, he would imagine he was got 
amongſt ſuch People as he writes againſt; in 
his Epiſtle ; he would be apt when the Mini- 
ſter had done, in his Zeal for Chriſt, to take 
the Text in Hand again, and ſupply what the 


Preacher had omitted, 2/2. The Application; 


and to ſay to the Auditors, Kai: e not: That 
faith without works is-dead ? If the Pteacher 
ſhou'd here. int him, ſaying, Hold, 
L war Pains, the Spirit of God will make 
I 2 the 
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28 Of Preaching Chris. 

- E the Application, and teach Men Holineſs ; '--= 
wou'd not James reply, © I and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles were taught to preach otherwiſe, 
© and: give particular Exhortations to Duty; 
© we judged we might as well leave it to the 
© Spirit, without our Pains, to reveal the Do- 


© &rine, as to inſtruct Men in the Practice of 


* the Goſpel. 
Upon the whole, Brethren, let it be our 
Reſolution to ſtudy and preach Chriſt Fefus : 


On this Subject, there is room for the ſtricteſt 


© Reaſoning and moſt ſublime Philoſophy ; it de- 
ſerves, invites and inſpires the ſtrongeſt Fire of the 
Orator ; in extolling Chriſt, we cannot ſhock 
the moſt delicate 'Taſte by overſtrained Hy- 
perboles ; here the Climax may riſe till it is out 
of Sight; our Imagery cannot be too ſtrong 
and rich; and what mare moves than an Apo- 
ſtrophe to Chriſt? Or what Proſopopceias more 
_ commanding than thoſe in which he i; intro- 
duced ? | ee 3 
Should our Lord himſelf appear and give 
you a Charge at your entrance on the Mini- 
ſtry, would he not ſay (what indeed he has 
ſaid already :) | 
As the Father hath ſent me, T. fend I you 
* to preach the kingdom of God ; that coery 


© knee may bow to me, and. every tongue cn. 
>=: 


eſs me teach them to obſerce all 
* things whatſoever I have commanded you; 
and tell them, that without me, they can do 


f 


* nothing ; that wwhen they haze done all, they 
are unprofitable ſervants, ard muſt be found 
_—— .. -* - - in 
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© ;n my righteouſneſs * = become all 
* things to all men. ſeek words which the 


* Holy Ghoſt teacheth ; that, - you may gain 


ſouls, and bring in my ſheep for whom TI 
* laid down my Te; if ye love me, 
© feed my ſheep : —— [ve call d you friends; 


Ado all in my name, and to mine honour ; ſo 


* T will be with you always ; and if you thus 
* watch for ſouls, you ſhall give up your ac- 
© count with joy at my appearing : —--=-thisis 
© the Preaching, which tho it ſeem fooliſh to 


© many, ſhall prove the power of God and 
© wiſdom of God : caſt forth the net on this 


© fide, and ſo may you expeit to catch many 
© fouls : be followers of my 4 e, as they 
are of me, and in my name ſhall you do von- 


© ders: 1 F you preach me, I and mine ſhall 
© therein rejozce: be not aſhamed of my Goſpel, 


and I will not be aſhamed of you. 

But to arrive at any tolerable Perfection in 
Preaching Chriſt, is a work of Time, the Re- 
ſult of a careful peruſal of the Scriptures, and 
ſtudying the Hearts of Men : It requires the 
mortifying the Pride of carnal Reaſon, a great 
Concern br Souls, an humble Dependance on 
the Spirit of God, with the lively Exerciſe of 
Devotion in our Cloſets. | 

As for the reaſoning Part on the more agreed 
Points of our Religion, a young Preacher 
_ may get to conſiderable Excellence: 

ut the Chriſtian Orator is longer in finiſhing”: 
We may ſooner get neceſſary Truths into 
our own; Minds, ' and come at Minds of our 
bo | 5 +; "I 1 own 
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Son Size and Taſte; but by proper Motives 
and Ways to reach Souls of different Make and 
Turn, even the loweſt of the Vulgar, is what 
very few quickly arrice at. But let us not de- 
pair; if we thus regard CÞrift in our Miniſtra- 
tions, we may reaſonably expect the Aſſiſtance 
of his Spirit, and we ſhail be alle 70 do all FDIS 
chro Chriff ftrengrbning Us, 
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f un! is the necellary Care of a 


J «Ride; 2 Him. l. * And it is a Sil A 
worth ſtudying for, and jabouring to | 
+ Our Succeſs, and the Good of Souls, depends 
upon it more than is commonly imagine. 

No queſtion you may have heard many ho- 
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Of Particular and 
Preachers, in ſuch Terms as theſe; 
go on conſtantly in a general Way that 
© does not come cloſe to the Heart, reaches not 
c my Caſe and Experience, and I cannot edify 


6. by them. Their Complaint is not alto- 
gether without Meaning or Reaſon, as I hope 


you'll be convinced by and by. F 
To keep alittle in view that Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture I've mentioned, the dividing the Word 


may mean theſe four Things. 


I. Going through the variety of Goſpel 


Subjetts : Declaring the whole Counſel of God, 


the Doctrines of Grace, 'Threatnings, Promiſes, 
and Duties of Morality ; and giving each its 
due Proportion. EA - 
Some finding their Thoughts flow maſt rea- 
dily and affectionately on the Doctrines of Grace, 
and that by theſe they beſt command the Af- 
fections of the Hearers, are altogether upon 
them; and neglect to teach the People to ob- 
ſerve whatſoever Chrift has commanded them. 
I bear many of them witneſs they have a ac 


for God, but I wiſh it were more according to 


knowledge : They do not ſure ſufficiently conſi- 
der that-Holineſs is the Deſign of Dy ; 
and our Preaching. on other Heads, is in order 


the better to enforce Duty, and make Men like 5 


to M iſt. 
I am afraid, from what Ive obſerved, that 
this Strain of Preaching will encreaſe the 
Number of ſuch Hearers, whom our Saviour 
deſcribes by the ſtony Ground in the _— 
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dcthers with a thouſand 
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ble of the Sower ; namely, ſuch who are all 


Notion and Affection, with a forward Profeſ- 


fion ; but have an unſubdued Will; no Root 
in themſelves, and bring forth no Fruit to God. 


This Strain, I fear, though it leads many to- 


ward Chriſt, will bring but few ſafely to him: 
Many of their Hearers, with Chriſt much in 
their Mouths, will prove but Hypocrites ſet- 
tled on their Lees, and Slaves to Luſt. Nor is 
this Strain more happy for the uniform 
Growth of the ſincere Chriſtiah : They that 
fit under it, are too frequently low, imper- 
&R, and partial in pracbeal Godlineſs; diſtem- 
pered with Conceit and prepoſterous Zeal for 
Words and Phraſes, and Things of little or 
no Conſequence; perplexed and perplexing 
groundleſs Scruples ; 
children in underſtanding; and it were happy 
were they ſo in Malice too ; but alas ! their 


Narrowneſs of Mind infe&s the Heart with un- 
charitable Affections to Chriſtians of different 


Perſwaſions. 

Others having not arrived at a Reliſh of the 
Doctrines of Grace themſelves, ſuppreſs them 
in their Preaching, and are altogether on Mo- 
rality, enforcing it with no Motives of the 
Goſpel, except ſome of thoſe addrefled to Fear. 
—— — "Theſe, if they are Maſters of much Fire, 
may convince ſome; but it fares with moſt of 
their Convicts, as with the Man in the Para- 
ble, out of whom the unclean Spirit went for 


a while ; but finding his Houſe empty, return- 


ed with ſeven more; and the latter End of 


E ſuch 
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ſuch is worſe than the Beginning. Or elſe, 
the awakened Hearer takes up with a proud 
Dependance upon a miſtaken, external, and 
Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, Or elſe the con- 
vinced Sinner, not being by his Teacher led to 
Chriſt, proceeds not, ſettles not, but abiding 
long under the doubtful Concern, is wea- 
— with it, weary of it, and comes to no- 
thing ; which ſeems to be the Thought in Hoſ. 
xiii. 13. Ephraim is an unwiſe ſon; be fbould 
not fray bong in the Place of the breaking forth 
children. Or laſtly, if any are converted 
under his Miniſtry, tis very uſual they are for- 
eed to deſert, to find richer and ſweeter Pa- 
ſture for their Souls. bis 2 F 
Some of their Hearers may poſſibly prefer 
this Strain of Preaching; but it does not thence 
follow they are the better for it: And here III 
recite 2 Paragraph out of Remarkable Paſ- 
ſages in the Life of a private Gentleman. 
© Spiritual ſearching Diſcourſes I did nit fo 
© much ſacuur as meer moral Dotiyines ; tho 
©. God knows too immoral my ſelf.— I he hopes 
© I bad conceived of the Strength of my good 
© Reſolutions rendered them grateful Se- 
© neca.s Morals I read with great pleaſure — 
© Mr. Baxter's Saints Reſt frighted me; ſo in 
© reading a few Pages, I threw it by, 
Thus with regret he tells us what little Pro- 
Which he was aſhamed, when he came to be of 
Pau s Mind, to count all drofs and dung that 


* 
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the hungry, cloathed the naked ? &c. * 


united in the ſame Parag 
uences Man's. Perverſe- 


*% Am 


| _ neſs 9 from the other: As Phyfi- 
1 cians 


 Enperimemal Preaching. ws, 
II. The putting of a 'T hought in ſeveral di- 


furt Views we Lights for different Purpoſes 
and Defrons. The ſacred Writers are herein 
our Pattern, and that not by chance, but for 
wiſe Reafons. One View is deſigned to raiſe 


dne Affection; another View. to excite another 
of a different Sort: And farther, one of the 


Views is deſigned as an Antidote againſt the 


Poiſon, which the Corruption of Mens Hearts 
might draw out of the other. 


For inſtance, the 'Terms and Way of our 


Juſtification and Salvation, are frequently ſtated 


thus 
T hat 208 muſt he found in Chriſt, Pwr; 


on the righteouſneſs, which is of God | 


Phil. iii. 9. and 2we muſt be made the bee 


preſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 


Ade this View [napiſy adapted to hum- 


ble us, to draw forth Love and Gratitude, and 


encourage our Hopes and dance. 
But leſt this Phraſeology alone made uſe of 


| ſhould beget Security, at other Times we are 
| 1 | 
That by works a Man is juſtified, and "= 


by faith only; and that faith without works 


is dead, Jam. ii. 24, 26. and that the En- 


at the laſt Day ſhall be, who has fed 


xxv. 
And moſt commonly 


nin two Viws are 
: that one may 


prevent the ill Conſeq 
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cians finding ſome dangerous Effect likely to f 
follow from a Drug of ſovereign Virtue, mix | : 
ſome other with it to prevent the fatal Conſe- 


So we are ſaid to be elef# according to the 
foreknowledge of God, through ſancti fication of 
the ſpirit, unto obedience and ſprinkling of the 
Blood of Feſus, 1 Pet. i¹ 2. 
Again we are told, that by Grace we are 
ſaved through faith, the gift of God, not of 
"works ; for we are bis workmanſhip, crea- 
ted in Chrift unto good works, Eph. ii. 8, 9, 
100 E 
I may give another Inſtance, in the diffe- 
2 Ways the Scripture ſpeaks of Power and 
Sometimes we are told, that wwe cannot come 
to riſt except the Father draw, Joh. vi. 44. 
That without Chriſt we can do nothing, Joh. | 
XV. 5. That if we live, it is not wwe but Chriſt ; 
that liveth in us, Gal. ii. 20. = + 
Now theſe Views tend to hide Pride- from 
Man, to create a Diffidence of our ſelves, and 4 
to centre our Hopes and Dependance in | 
—_—. | 5 9 
But leſt the ſlothful and wicked Servant | 
ſhould make hisImpotence his Excuſe ; we are "on 
called upon to turn and make us new: hearts, 
exhorted to ask and we ſhall receive, and are 
aſſured God will give the ſpirit to them that 
ask Bim, Luke xi. 2 13. * | x T7 * | 
And how happily are theſe two Views uni- 
4edin Phil. ii. 12, 13. Work out your own ſal- 
.w_, Son 
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that worketh in you to will and to db. | 
Now, leſs skilful Dividers of the Word deal 


entirely in one of theſe Views only, and neg- 


le& the other ; and whilſt they are labouring 


to excite one good Affection, they raiſe ano- 


ther of a bad 'Tendency together with it: To 
this in part is owing that there are ſo many low 


or diſtempered Chriſtians. Nor is this Partia- | 


lity more happy at effecting the real Converſion 


of Sinners, who generally under ſuch Manage- 


ment, are either left aſleep, and ſettled in a fond 
conceit of their own Righteouſneſs ; or elſe 


Humble at the rock of offence, (in a different 


Manner indeed from what the Jeu did) think- 


ing to find by Chrift a Way to Heaven, with- 


out Holineſs or moral Honeſty. 


particular Duties, and oppaſing cenichls 


Sins. It is true the whole Scheme of Goſpel 
Duty is deducible from the general Heads of 


Faith and Love; but alas! moſt Mens Minds 


are flow, confuſed, and erroneous in long De- 


Aductions, and it is our Buſineſs to lead them 
on in every Step, and to ſhew what particular 


Duties to God, our Neighbour, and our Selves, 
will flow from theſe Principles, and are neceſ- 
ſary to make the Man of God perfect. We 
muſt particularly teach them to add to their 
faith, virtuę, knowledge, temperance, pati- 
ence, 1 s, brotherly kindneſs and cha- 
rity, i we would not leave them blind and 
Wh tb 3 N 
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oaticn with fear and trembling; for it is God 
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fruitful, 2 Pet. i. 7. PIR we Would! in a 
particular Manner ſpeak of rhe fruits of the ſþ1i- 
rn, as booe, joy, peace, 15 "mg, gentle 

neſs, awd, faith, mee and temps 


rumce; and at proper Seaſons —— and en- 
foree each of them, Cal. v. 22, 23. Weſhould 
apply the Lamp of the Word to detect and diſ- 
grace all the particular enorhr of darkneſs, and 
to make manifeſt the friuts of the fleſh ; fuch as 
edultery, laſtiojouſneſs, Drunk, 12 fe, ſaditi- 
ons, hereſies, ws, mnraers, dr unkemeſs, 
revell S, and Ach. hike, Gal. V. 19, 20, 21 
— III ould read to a ſick Perſon a learned Le- 
Alte of the benefit of Health, and exhort him 
to take care to recover it; but never enquire 
into the Nature of his Diſeaſe, or preſcribe 
roper Methods. and Medicines for the Cure- ; 
| be would hardly acquieſce in me for his Phyſi ci 
an, or 1. the Care of his bodily Health to 
me. "© 3 
Nor is it a more Aeiy Way to the Soul's 
Health to reſt in general Exhortations to Holi- 
nefs only, without diſtin handling the ſeve- 
ral Branches n HE ny" = rat there- 


o. 


IV. Particiliirly a pins.” to l ure 
al , Tempers, and Expericuter of the Hrar- 
Beſides many Thoughts ſuited in general 

15 "at Caſes, there might ery arſe in 
the Application of moſt Sub jects, Thoughts 
diſtinctiy proper to the Converted. and 


Unconverted, to notional FFP, and 
| meer 


* 
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meer Moraliſts, to Mourners, to Backſliders 
and lazy Chriſtians, and at ſeveral Times to a 
much greater Variety of Characters, and Per- 
fons. 


Now ſuch T 0 Addreſſes, when the 
Caſe is lively drawn, in the natural Language 
of the Sort l Men intended, and judiciouſſy 
and artfully Id moſt to, are the cloſeſt, moit 
weighty, and moſt uſeful parts of the Applica- 
tion. | 

That big is the true Way of addreſſing an Au- 
ditory, c.. to divide them into ſeveral Claſſi * 


| and diſtinctly ſpeak to each, will be plain 
ve look thro the Apoſtolical Writings, and 1 


2 add the Prophetical alſo with this View ; 
we ſhall find that both Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles frequently take care to diſtinguiſh 2 B. 
ly and = vile, the Converted — Unconver- 
ted: As ſor inſtance, as to their Knowledge 
and Apprehenſions of Things. 1 Cor, ii. 14, 

The natural Man recetveth not the things of 
the Spirit —tbey are fooliſhneſs to 2 can- 


unt Mord them: But the ſpiritual judge all 


things. And alſo as to their Obedience to the 


= — Rom. 2 „8. The carnal mind is 


ty againſt & 2 not ſubjett to God's 
. can be 2 or pleaſe C. 
og, nr cone particularly rebuke 3 and con- 


fute Cons hold ye deſpiſers and. 


wonder, aud periſh——as for- Inſtance, thoſe 


who denied or cavilled at the Reſurrection. 
| Cor. xv. Thou fool, „ 


is not quickned except it die, &c, and alſo 
thoſe 


40 / Particular aud 


thoſe that were for a Faith without Works; 


Jam. ii. Milt thou know, vain man, that faith 


without works is dead, & . 
They addreſs to carnal ſtupid Sinners in an 


awful Way; denouncing 2woe to them that are 


at eaſe: As Paul when he made Firhjx trem- 
ble, Acts xxiv. 25. or as Stephen, Acts vii. 
 '$1—54. Ze ſtiffmecked and uncircumciſed; 


They lead convinced Sinners to Chriſt; to 
thoſe that are enquiring they ſay, if qe will en- 


ire, enquire ye, return, come, turn to the 


trong Bold; if the Lord hath torn, he wwill heal: 
As in Acts ii. 38. Repent and be baptized in 


' the name ef the Lord Feſus for the remiſſion of 


ſims, &c. Acts xvi. 31. Believe on the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, &c. 


They reaſon. with the Moraliſt; and thoſe 


that truſt in themſelves that they are righ- 
| Feous ; ſhewing their righteouſneſs is as fil- 

#hy rags : Rom. iii. the Law ſaith, there ts 
none righteous, but all the World are puilty 


before Cod; therefore by the deeds of the Law 
hall no fleſh be juſtified ; but the righteouſ- 


neſs of God is manifeſted, that God might 


friely juſtify them that belicve on Feſus; 


therefore man is juſtified by faith; boaſting is 
auto bs the I 1. 

received the ſpirit by the hearing of faith — the 
goſpel was before preached to Abrabam they 


that are of the works of the Law, are under 
the curſe. But the Law could not diſannul 
the covenant confirmed before, but was 4 


aw of faith. And Gal. iii. 7+ 


GW, © 
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ſthoolmaſter to bring us to Ci ift, that w# 


might be juſtifi fied by faith ; Ph — then that are 


Chriſt's, are pro Anen and peir's ata 
Cording to the promiſe: 
They 8 rebuke and expoſe pretending 
Hypocrites, them their 1 
detecting and eonsoünding the Wretches that 
delight to know God's ways, and hear his 
word ; hut will not do it: as Peter, Acts viii. 
21. T hou haſtno part in this matter; thy heart 
19 not right in 1 75% ht of God ; and Fames in 
thap: ii. Shezw me — faith, without 35 vu. 
be devils believe and tremble. 
They ſpirit up Chriſtians that have but 4 
little Strength, and perſwade them to make 
farther Advances in Religion ; that he that is 
feeble may be as David: asin Hebe v. at the end 
and the beginning of ch: vi: 27 are dull of bears 
e ought to haus been teachers 
—ſtrong meat belongeth to them that are of full 
age —t "On HOT the ae. Principles, ler | 
45 7 on to perfection. 
hey deal with the ſeveral Sorts of diſtetn< 


| w 'd Chriſtians tenderly, and yet plainly and 


hfully; as particularly with thoſe who ido- 


lized one Miniſter, gn deſpiſed others; tel= 


ling them, it is not by might or power of man, 
but by Gid's Fpirit, that the Goſpel is ſucceſs- 
ful; as in x Cor. iii. JWbile one ſaith, I am of 


Paul; and avrther, I am of Apollos, are % 


not carnal ? Who is Paul or Apollos but mi- 
nifters by whom ye believed? 'Tis God that 
_ — py Apollos, . 


42 0. Pikticular . 


all. are nen endeavour to n 
thoſe of too rigid a Temper, exhorting the 
net #0. ſpeak = the grief of thoſe bn God 
hath ſmitten: as in 2 Cor. ii. 7. M ought ra- 
zher to forgive and comfort him : T beſeech you 
your love towards him. Gal. vi. 1. If 
a man le overtaken in & faut, reſtore bim in 
tb ſpirit. of meckneſs, OY left thou al. 
ſo he tompied, The roundly to 
thoſe, Who are apt to wet God the Kuther 
of Sin; who. ſay exe unavoidably pine away 
an gur tniquaties, and hay can we then be 
ſaved ? as in Fam. i. 13, &c. Let no man ſay 
ph. am [hr of God ; 3 for God. en woe 


| . | - Chailkads: are quiekened, awa⸗ 
= P 
efponifals : © 8 m Reo, 1 1 2. be watchful, and 
7M the thongs hat remain that arerea- 
— 70 die. 
They awfully warn thoſe who are in dan- 
| ger of ſinning 10 falling back to Perdition; 
telling them, the ri 5 they Bai done 
' will be. remember ng more, and God's ſoul 
evil ee pleaſure in them ; as in Hab. vi. 
4. Gc. I is "impaſſe for thoſe who were 
2 . — wee: if they fail 55 re- 
| eG > . 
ey. elling * 15 . they 9 ak 
| 3 t t em, 25 eh Ft 
fr aud water, God. will le with them, and 


= ot they are. * 


QO OB ig S 1 EE FT 


* 


3 


re.. 


SR. SN. 


© 


> DE 


TJ. 0: 


E PheaeBing 43 

as gold, and be the Lord's in the day that the 

pu h 1p bis jewels As in Roni. vill 28. 
The ſufferings of this. preſent time, are nut 
worthy" 0 be compared with the glory: thas 
Hall be revealed. And Heb: xii. Ve aße com- 
paſſed with 2 cond of "withteſſes == Feſus 
endured the croſs, an is ſet own tt: the 
right hand of the majeſty on high whom the 
Tord loveth he chaſtmeth, and that” for our 
pro gon 4 yields the peaceable fruirs of 
bree neſs. And more particularly, thoſe 
that lament Relations dead in ChyiF,* are told, 
they ſhall go to be happy with them, tho the 


dead ſhall not return: às in 1 The. 19. 135 14. 


Sorrow not as others that have no hope'; fur 
them which Steep in Feſus will God bring: with 
Bim. 


＋ here are alſo particuliy Leſſons for rung 


: Chriſthies. =. to be tender to the Weak, and 


to be publick Spirited ; that as Ephraim ſhould 
not eney Judah, ſo neither ſhould Judah chm 
Ephtahn: Rom. xiv. Him that is weak in the 


faith receive Let not him that eateth,” de- 


ſpiſe him that eateth not=— Let © none put 2 
Jrumbling block in his brother's zm Veit nut 

r and be ill ſpoken of Haft thou fatth, 
Jade it to thy ſelf Hear the infirmities of 
"the weak Let every” ont pleaſe His neighbour 

For his ye to edjfitntron.* And in 1 Cor: viii. 
Knowledge puffs up; but charity cafe Let 

not your Mberty be a frumbling blockro ti weak 
| 2 through thy 2 c Jet thy weak bro- 
e "periſh, 5 hom cirif Hicd =o Tf — 
male 


— 


make my brother 10 offend, I'll eat no fleſh 
whilſt ;þ eworld ſtand . Again they are told, 
that 4 mark is ſet upon the men that deplore 


the Sins of the Times; and à book of Remen- 


Vance is epritten for thoſe who diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by their Piety in Times of abound- 
ing Wickedneſs: as in Reo. iii. 4. Thou haſt a 
fern names who have not defiled their.garments ; 
and they ſhall walk with me in white, for they 
are worthy, 8 Oe 
Vou find alſo a ſuitable Portion for thoſe 
who are groaning under Corruption ; who 
complain they were ſhapen in iniquity, and 
their actual errors are paſt underſtanding, in 
Rom, vii. Altho' I am carnal, ſold unger ſin, 
and what [would I do not, and what I hate 
that ao T; in my fleſh dwells no good, and to 
_ performs good J find not, yea with the fleſh I 
ſerve the law of ſin (oh wretched man that I 
am) yet I conſent to God's law, and delight 


J . 
* 


n it after the inner man; it is not then Tthat 


. do tbis evil, bit ſin that divelleth in me. 1 


than God through Chrift, with my mind I 
ſerve God's law, and God will deliver me 
from the body of this death, And they are 
told how. God has /azd on Chrift our iniquities, 
and he will be 7Þe Lord our righteouſneſs and 

firength : 1 John ii. 1. F any man ſin, we have 

An aaepcate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the 


r 
The Humble and Penitent, who are of g 
eontrite ſpirit, and tremble at God's word, are 


comborted, 2 Cr: vii, 27 were ſorry indeed, 
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iar but for a ſeaſon—'Twas after a godly 
Mamer I rejoyce in i. Such ſorrow work- 
eth repentance not to be repented of 2 


wrought in you carefulneſs, fear, deſire, zeal 


and revenge ; you have approved your ſclues 
clear in this matter. 

They who want Direction, and cry out, OB 
that my Ways were directed to keep thy fla- 
zutes | are ſent to God for Council, Jam. i. 5. 
If any lack wiſdom, let him ask it of God, 
and it ſhall be given him, 


|. The deceiver and the dectived, (ois. thoſe 


of evil Minds, who ſeduce others, and thoſe 


that are miſlead in the Simplicity of their 


Hearts) are to be diſtinctly and differently 
treated, Jude 22. On ſome bave compaſſion, 
and others [ave with fear. E xp 
As for thoſe of the Houſe of [rae in deſer- 
tion, who mourn after the Lord, who walk 
in darkneſs and ſee no light, and ſay the Lord 


hath forſaken me, there were, I believe, few, 
if any, in thoſe Days of the plentiful effuſion 
df the Spirit, when the Goſpel-Church was 


in its infancy, and a Nation was to be born in 
a day; but few, I fay, who had Doubts about 


their Sincerity: they had Perſecutions, Diſtreſs, 


and Exerciſes of another Sort; and thoſe were 
ſufficient, © I am apt to think ſuch Caſes were 
alfo rare in the beginning of the Reformation 
from Popery : which ſeems to be the Occaſion 
of ſome of the + firſt Reformers confounding 
Faith with Aſſurance, However, there are 
laid up, even in the New Teſtament, ſome pro- 


+ * 


Face; as, to exmimine themſelves — For this 
15 beſeech the Lord ＋Jo clear themſelves of 
Sin No 10 faint in well a and the 
Uke. 
Brethren, From your Acqusintanee with 
the Scriptures, you'll eaſily perceive that 1 
could as happily run this Specimen much far- 
ther thro'- the - ſacred Writings: And if you 
0 8 the Writings of the moſt powerful Wd 
eſsful Preachers, particularly the Puritan 


Divines, you'll fee that they herein imitated 


the great, Leaders of the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; 
and were large in their particular Application 
to ſeveral ſorts of Perſons ; ſuiting their Diſ- 

courſes to all the Variety of the Hearts of Men, 
and Sorts and Frames of Chriſtiatis, according 
to the true Precepts of Oratory and Chriſtiani- 
-In this Way they found their own Hearts 
warmed, and thus they reached the Hearts of 


their Hearers; whilſt many were imagining the 


Miniſter had deen told of their Caſe, and made 
the Sermon for them: and ſo was verified that 
r as Heb. Ng 12. * ae word 7. God 177 
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and iments of of the hemmt. "OS, 
Now what Succeſs can we delle ex- 
pect, if we do not take into cloſe Conſideration 


the Caſe of our ſeveral ſpiritual Patients ? 
AF a Man profeſſing Ppyſict, ſhould admi- 
niſter or Foo out one conſtant Medicine for Fe- 


another for Confumptions, and ſo for 
other 


* 


Pere for dos as ſhould in . 
ter- times labour under the Hidings of God's 
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ſome Thoughts upon the Way how this Skalk 


with proper 
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other Diſtempers, without conſidering 


the Age, 


Conſtitution, Strength, and way of Living of 
bis Patient; and not vary his Method and Me- 


dicines as thoſe varied; we ſhould hardly call 
this the regular practice of Phyſick: nor can I 
think this general and undiſtinguiſhing Way 
will be more ſafe, or likely to anſwer its End, 
in Divinity than in Medicine. 
Now V reſt perſwaded, Brethren, the thing 
is ſo evident you can't but allow, tis the beſt 
to ſuit our felves to all the Variety of Tem- 
„ of the Hearers, if it can he 
done; and I hope I may ſucceſsfully offer 


may be attaine 

Above all then, cardlully ſndy: 88 
Hearts, and preach over the ruder Sketches of 
your Sermons: to your felves firſt; by which 
Means the correſponding - Working of mw 
own Hearts and Affections, may 
Thoughts wherewith-to- ak 
cloſely to 1 4 whoſe Temper, and Experi- 
ence, and Caſe is like your own: for what is 
ſupplied to your imperfect Notes, out of the 
applicator Meditations of your owt: Mindsem 
the Subject, will = aaa — to 
erfully reach thoſe. the ſame Make in lke 
Circumſtances. | 


But alas! one Man's eee falls. far 
ſhort of all the Variety of: Mens Hearts, and 
of the Spirit's Work ; nay, thoſe whoſe Heads 


are turned for cloſe and regular Thought, and 
0 | whoſe 


c 
| 
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whoſe Time has been ſpent in Study and Let- 
ters, as they go on more rationally and evenly 
in Religion, have leſs variety of Experience, 
than many of a different Mold and Way of 


Thinking. Here it will be needful then to look 


out of our ſelves, and take a larger View, in 
order to be acquainted with Caſes and Tem- 

rs different from our own; and with ſuch 
Methods of the Spirit's Work, as we our ſelves 
have never experienced, but many others haves 


Now the beſt and original Way of getting this 


Acquaintance with Men, and with God's Work- 
ings in them, (and I may add of Satan's Work- 
ings alſo) is by converling freely with the ſe- 
rious People of our Flock. 

I know your Thoughts will prevent me with 
an Objection : You'll ſay, this is almoſt impra- 
Ricable, eſpecially amongſt Perſons of Polite- 
neſs and Figure; theſe alas! too rarely will uſe 
any ſuch Freedom with us, in laying open 
their Hearts, and communicating their Experi- 


ences to us, as to give us the needful Informa- 


tion If we ever do arrive at any Acquaintance 


thanks to ſuch as theſe 5 they expect we ſhould 

reach ſuitably to them, and that with as much- 
Reaſon as Nebuchadnezzar demanded of the 
wiſe Men to interpret a Dream they knew not : 
The middle and lower Sort of People indeed; 
are more unreſerved to grave Miniſters of Age 


and Standing; but will hardly uſe the ſame = 


Freedom with young Men, 


my rt A942.» FYnmn=.GgGy mh, a A. 


with the Experience of Chriſtians, tis little 
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To help you over this Diffieulty; I would, 
fe, that as for the Polite, and Men of 

ſome Thou ht. Reading your own Expe- 
rience, wit the Allowances and Corrections a 
moderate Skill in Human Nature; will enable 
you to make, may lead yoù into happy Con- 
jectures at their way of Thinking; Beſides, in 
the time of their Viſitation, under ſome ſors 
Affliction, you ſhall find them more communi- 
cative; and an Hours free Diſcourſe, with ſuch. 
as can give a rational and intelli able Account 
of themſelves, in a Seaſon when they are diſ- 
poſed to do it, is as valuable and wl as it is 

rare and difficult to enter into. 
Again, have an Eye upon be ſerious Vout hz 
| 1 Nature and Providence bas deſigned to 
Tim in a ſuperior Claſs; and eſpecially at A 

ime when the Impreſſions of Religion are 

new. to them: You ſhall find them more open 
than elder Perſons, if you court their Intima- 
cy, and relieve their Baſhifulneſs | And if you 
can ſee into the Heart of a Youth, then with 

the proper Allowances for the Alterations that 
Age and Buſineſs will make, you may pretty 

— gueſs at their Turn of Mind in more ad- 
vanced Vears. 

With the Genetality of ſerious and mord 
advanced Chriſtians, * needs not ſo much 
Nicety, to get into ſuch a ſpiritual Intimacy 
with them as we Ke the laying aſide 2 
ty and Ceremony, and getting into 
grave good natured Way as our Charadter 
requires, is more-than balf-way to” our Pur- 
1 "* G pole 7 * 
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poſe: Where this is inſufficient to encaurige 
the People to Freedom; lead them into it by 
, communicating firſt, either what your {elves 
have experienced, under the Name of a third 
Perſon (if Modeſty or Prudence require) or 
elſe what you have learned from # og with» 


out - betraying the Confidence they have put in 


ou: By theſe Methods we ſhall ſeldom fail of 
wing ſerious People on to ſuch a Freedom, 
as will be of Uſe to them and our ſelves——If 
we heartily go about it, we are pretty ſure to 
fucoped, - 

Imay farther wins ata compendicys Way fon 
the gaining much Knowledge of Mens Hearts 
in a little Time, 1s. If yon have any tolera- 
ble skill in the different empers and Comple- 
. of Mankind, diſtribute in your Thoughts 

ple into Claſſes, according to end na- 
cl Gees and Temper, and felect one of 
each Claſs to be more particularly acquainted 
with; for amongſt thoſe whom Nature has for- 
med alike, you ſhall find upon farther Enq ot 
a ſtrange e Uniformity in the Fe op irit > Work a 
Way ay o Progeeding with then? 

oh "night" recommend a Way of Shiv 
theſe Things at ſecond Hand, 23s, from the 
moſt popular and experimental Authors; but 
this Way is far inferior to the other; and we 
hall but faintly paint any Phoenomerion 'of 

the Heart, by copying another Picture; tis 
infinitely preferable to do it from the Life. 
Yet would Tearneſtly recommend the Perufal 


of 2 Authors, 28 Apen! in an a 
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tal Strain, and have been very ere in it . 
but with 4 different Deſign, iz, That we 


may learn from them, how to deſcribe, ina diſ- 


creet and lively Manner, ſuch Caſes as we our 
ſelves have obſerved ; and how to addreſs pro- 
perly to thoſe Caſes, with the like Thoughts 
and Expreſſions, as have in the Courſe of t cif 
Preaching happily anſwered the End. 
Aſter all, rightly to divide the Word & 
Truth, with true 1e Wisdom, is a Matter of no 
ſmall Difficulty; but if we carefully and dili- 
gently go about it, with a Zeal for our Maſter's 
Tneveſt, and ſenſible of our own Inſufficience; 
askin wiſdom of God, we know be groeth His 
* and will ſurel make us Wiſe 10 ⁊vin 
Polls, to the honour of his Name, and our own 


Tejojcing in the day of the Lord Feſus ;.to 


one God-whom we adore, be paid the higheſt 
Honours and — to efcrnal A Ses. I 
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VII TT: being a New Improvement of 

e Aſſembly 8 Catechiſm, wherein the Truths and 
ties of Chiſtianity are apply d to the Conſcience; 

in a moſt ſefious and pathetic Manner : Written with 
\ a Deſign to revive dying Religion, in the Family. 
And Cloſet, the Church and the World. By the late 

Reverend ToMAS Door irrIE; M. A. To which 
are prefix d ſome Memoirs of the Author's Life; 
with his ſolemn, Form of covenanting with God. : 


OW. 
Pad; p 6s A L 8 * Printing by Subſcri ption, — 


6051150 of the late Reverehd: and Learned IduN 
How RE, M. A. ſometime Fellow of Magdalen Col- 


Jege, Oxon in tuo Volumes in Folio + To which 
will be prefixed the Author's Effigies, curiouſly en 
ven; as alſo, ſore Memoirs of his Liſe, bo the 
everend EDMunD CALAMT, D. D. In which 
will be inſerted ſeveral valuable Manuſcripts of Mr. 
Howe, never before publiſhed. | 
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